Chapter V

ARE THE CURRENT CONCEPTS VALID?
I.   East and West

Having described some of the current concepts of
civilizations, we may now proceed to consider if all or any
of them are valid and true, and if they offer any clear guid-
ance for your conduct and mine* Is it, for instance, valid
to speak of an eastern and a western civilization, of a primi-
tive and an advanced civilization, of a white and a black
civilization, and attribute a culture-pattern to each of them
'and prescribe a course of conduct for one culture towards
another?

Let us first take the much-discussed pair of opposites,
eastern and western civilizations, and enquire of each its
culture-area, its culture-group and its culture-pattern. Let
us enquire how the two civilizations came to be qualified by
the words eastern and western. Primarily, they point to the
cardinal points of the compass; east points to the direction
of the rising sun, and west of the setting sun. But it makes
no sense to speak of a sun-rise civilization and sun-set civili-
zation. Further, we are no wiser as to how we should behave
towards either. In any event, the sun rises and sets on you
and me every morning and evening. Have we an eastern
culture in the morning and a*western culture in the evening?
The terms by themselves do not indicate the pattern of the
ciiltures they distinguish, except to suggest a diametrical
contrast between the two.

Very often not only laymen but also social scientists,
trained to more accurate use of words, use the terms western
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